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Type: Sheet music
Title: Christmas Mass: Agnus Dei
Composer: Matthias Gampe
Época: Romanticismo
Tema: Navidad / Adviento, Fe
Categoría: Misas
Dificultad: Mittel bis schwer
Arrangement group: Coro mixto con ensamble/orquesta
Arrangement: Coro>SATB+OrgcP+[Vl2+Vla+Vc+Cb]
Instrumentación: Canto coro>voces de bajo = B (1),Canto coro>voces de
contralto = A(1),Canto coro>voces de soprano = S(1),Canto coro>voces de
tenor = T(1),Contrabajo = Cb(1),Órgano>cPed = OrgcP(1),Viola = Vla(1),
Violín = Vl(2),Violoncello (Cello) = Vc(1)

The mass is composed in late Romantic style. In Kyrie and at the end of
Agnus Dei the tradition of pastoral mass is captured: composers of
yesteryear have written Christmas pieces in 6/8 or 12/8 time that have a
predominant rhythm and should be reminiscent of shepherds music. Well-
known examples are the "Pifa" from Handel's "Messiah", the finale of the
'Concerto di Natale' by Arcangelo Corelli or the beginning of the second
cantata of Bach's Christmas Oratory just in the instrumental part and the
pastoral masses of the Romantic composer Karl Kempter and Ignaz
Reimann in the section of the orchestral mass. The mass of Matthias Gampe
therefore joins the ranks of this tradition.

The musical focus is on the Gloria. The beginning of the Gloria is more fully
composed to give space to the Christmas message of the angels in the
fields ("Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis" -
"Glory to God in the highest, and peace to those on whom his favor rests").
In this context, the "Gloria" is quoted from the French Christmas song,
which is known in German with the text "Angels in the fields". This "qui tollis
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peccata mundi" ("who takes away the sin of the world") is from the verse "It
is the Lord Christ our God" superimposed from the song "Vom Himmel hoch
da komm ich her". Thus, it is expressed that Jesus Christ became human in
order to bring light into the darkness of life.

The Sanctus begins reverently and solemnly and then builds up to the call
of joy "Hosanna in Excelsis" "Hosanna in the highest"). The shorter
Benedictus is again lyrical / vocal, and the jubilant Hosanna is repeated.

The beginning of the "Agnus Dei" is deliberately kept in a darker tone,
because in the text it has to do with the fact that the Lamb of God carries
the sins of the world. In contrast, the vivid "Dona nobis pacem" ("Give us
Peace"), which captures the musical material of the Kyrie and thus the mass
provides a framework and rounds itself out.


