(Pumping Shanty)

Aft on the poopdeck, walking about

There 1s the second mate, so sturdy and stout

What he is thinking of, he only knows himself

Oh, we wish that he would hurry up and strike, strike the bell
Strike the bell, second mate, let us go below
Look away to wind'ard, you can see it's going to blow
Look at the glass, you can see that it is fell
We wish that you would hurry up and strike, strike the bell!

Down on the maindeck,working at the pumps
There is the larboard watch, ready for their bunks.
Over to wind'ard they see a great 11 Y
They're wishing that the se ﬁ "{;‘ strike the bell!
Strike the b~ ¢f )

Aft at the wl
Grasping the s,
Looking at the cony,
He's wishing that the second 1 ke, strike the bell.
Strike the bell, second mate ....

For'ad in the fo'c'sle head, keeping sharp lookout
There 1s Johnny standing, ready for to shout
"Lights' burning bright, Sir, and everything is well"
He's wishing that the second mate would strike, strike the bell.
Strike the bell, second mate ....

Aft at the the quarterdeck the gallant captain stands
Looking to windward with his glasses in his hand
What he is thinking of, we know very well
He's thinking more of short'ning sail than strike, strike the bell!
Strike the bell, second mate ....
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At the end of the watch, everyone is exhausted and longs for some

sleep. Everyone waits for the ship's bell to sound, signifying the end of the
shift. The The second mate is supposed to finally strike "eight bells" and
thus release the men. But everyone sees the storm coming and fears that
the captain will have the sails hoisted.

And for that, they all have to go at it again. Will the captain buy them a
drink afterwards?
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