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Windlass and Capstan Shanty
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Where have ye bin all the day, Bil - 1ly Boy Bil - ly Boy?
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Is she fit to be yer wife, Billy Boy, Billy Boy?
Aye, she's fit to be me wife as the fork is to the knife.

Can she cook a bit o' steak, Billy Boy, Billy Boy?
She can cook a bit o' steak aye, an' make a griddle cake.

Can she make an Irish Stew, Billy Boy, Billy Boy?
She can make an Irish Stew, aye, an'singin' hinnies, too.

Does she sleep right close to thee, Billy Boy, Billy Boy?

Aye, she sleeps quite close to me, like the bark is to the tree.

Can she make a feather bed, Billy Boy, Billy Boy?
She can make a feather bed, firm for any sailor's head.

Will she ever let yer go, Billy Boy, Billy Boy?
No, she'll ne'er let me go, for she's mine from truck to toe.
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Billy Boy - has found a sweetheart. Of course, his mother wants to know
everything: Is she the right one for you? Can she cook? Can she fry? Can
she bake? Can she make your bed? Will she sleep by your side? Will she
never leave you? Mothers-in-law ....

This capstan and windlass shanty from northern England originated from an
old nursery rhyme.
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