(Capstan Shanty)

'"Twas 1n eighteen hundred and fifty-three, m June, the thirteenth day
That our gallant ship her anchor weighed
And for Greenland sailed away, brave boys, and for Greenland sailed away.

The lookout on the crows nest he stood with a spyglass in his hand
There's a whale, there's a whale, there's a whalefish, he cried,
And she blows at every span, brave boys, ....

The captain stood on the quarterdeck and the ice was in his eye.
Overhaul! Overhaul! Let the davit-tackles fall
And a-launch your boats for sea, b ) v

ef

We struck that w' irish with her tail
The boat capsize:
And we never caug

To loose that whale, our captain he said, it grieves my heart full sore
But, oh, to loose those gallant men
Aye, that grieves me ten times more, brave boys, ....

The winter star doth now appear. So, boys, we'll anchor weigh
It's time to leave this cold country
And homeward we will steer, brave boys, ....

Oh, Greenland is a dreadful place, a land that's never green
Where there's ice and snow, and the whale fishes blow
And the daylight's seldom seen, brave boys, ....
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The Greenland Whale Fisheries - Nachdem in den 1820er Jahren der
Nordatlantik nahezu leer

gefischt war, musste man bis nach Gronland und dartber hinaus fahren, um
noch lohnende

Fanggrunde zu erreichen. Und auch hier haben beim Walfang nicht immer
die Menschen gewonnen.

Oft genug konnten die Wale erfolgreich entkommen und es waren grofSe
Verluste an Menschenleben

zu beklagen.
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