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Type: Sheet music
Title: Grosser Herr und starker König
Composer: Johann Sebastian Bach
Period: Baroque
Theme: Christmas / Advent, Faith
Series: Oratorios: Christmas Oratorio
Difficulty: Mittel
Arrangement group: Voice solo with individual instrument(s)
Arrangement: Solo>bass+Piano
Orchestration: Piano (pianoforte) = Pf(1),Voice solo>bass = bass or
bariton(1)

In the aria “Großer Herr und starker König,” Johann Sebastian Bach
combines the festive character of the accompaniment with a comparatively
calm vocal line, thereby emphasizing the dignity of the text more than mere
virtuosity.
It is also noteworthy that the long sustained notes in the vocal part create a
sonic stability that maintains the aria’s stately character even in the quieter
passages.
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