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Type: Sheet music
Title: I am a poor wayfaring stranger (No. 2 from 5 Folk Songs)
Composer: Wytze Oostenbrug
Period: 21th century
Theme: Nature & Homeland
Series: Folk Songs
Difficulty: Leicht bis mittel
Arrangement group: Mixed choir a cappella
Arrangement: Choir>SATB
Orchestration: Voice choir>alto voices = A(1),Voice choir>bass voices = B
(1),Voice choir>soprano voices = S(1),Voice choir>tenor voices = T(1)

Wayfaring Stranger, also known as "Poor Wayfaring Stranger", "I Am a Poor
Wayfaring Stranger" or "Wayfaring Pilgrim", is an American folk and gospel
song that probably originated in the early 19th century about a lamenting
soul. As with most folk songs, there are many variations of the lyrics and
many versions of this song have been published over time.
According to the book "The Makers of the Sacred Harp" by David Warren
Steel and Richard H. Hulan, the lyrics were published in 1858 in Joseph
Bever's "Christian Songster", a collection of popular hymns and spiritual
songs of the time.
The melody was composed by Johann Georg Ebeling and the lyrics were
written in Germany in 1666 by Paul Gerhardt as "Ich bin ein Gast auf Erden,
Und hab' hier keinen Stand". The song is based on Psalm 39:12 and Psalm
119:19 and both the text and the melody are similar to the modern English
version. Jane Borthwick translated it in 1858 as "A pilgrim and a stranger, I
travel here below" and Miss Winkworth in 1863 as "A pilgrim hither I
wander, on earth I have no abode".
During and for several years after the American Civil War, the lyrics were
known as the "Libby Prison Hymn". This was because the words were
written by a dying Union soldier who was incarcerated in Libby Prison, a
notorious prison-turned-warehouse in Richmond, Virginia, known for its
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unfavorable conditions and high mortality rate. It was believed that the
dying soldier had written the song to comfort a disabled soldier.
Folk singer Burt Ives called his own 1940 radio program of traditional folk
songs "The Wayfaring Stranger" and later used it as the title of his
autobiography.


