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Type: Sheet music
Título: Good Friday music based on the Evangelist Mark (version with
orchestra)
Compositor: Andreas Wittkopf
Época: Música viva
Tema: Pascua / Semana Santa, Fe
Categoría: Works for soloists, choir and orchestra for the exalted Christian
holidays
Dificultad: Mittel
Instrumentación Grupo: Voz sola con coro y ensamble/orquesta
Arrangement: Solo>bajo2+Coro>SATBX+Flauta+[Vl2]+Pno+[Vla+Vc+Cb]
Instrumentación: Flauta (traversa) = Fl(1),Canto coro>voces de bajo = B (1)
,Canto coro>voces de contralto = A(1),Canto coro>voces de soprano = S(1)
,Canto coro>voces de tenor = T(1),Canto coro>X = registro no
especificado(1),Canto solo>bajo(2),Contrabajo = Cb(1),Piano = Pno(1),Viola
= Vla(1),Violín = Vl(2),Violoncello (Cello) = Vc(1)

I have not titled this “St. Mark Passion” as a Passion, but as “Good Friday
music”, as the underlying biblical text is limited to the events of Good
Friday.

The first version is reduced to a minimum in terms of instrumentation and
can be performed by any congregation with a reasonably good choir (the
bass solo parts - Jesus and Pilate - should (if possible) come from the choir!

A string orchestra has been added to this second version, which
significantly expands the expressive possibilities. It is advisable to use a
grand piano for the piano part.

Both versions are based on the idea of involving the listeners in the
performance - which is intended as a proclamation - so that the Passion
always brings everyone together as one voice.
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The texts of the “Evangelist”, traditionally attributed to a “recitative”, are
here transferred to a speaker, which originally goes back to the idea of
involving confirmands in the performance of sacred music (in the
“Christmas Story on Christmas Eve”, this part is loosely based on rap). Here
it is worth considering whether it makes sense to amplify the voice. The
evangelist, who does nothing other than recite the text - that is the
framework of the whole thing. Every listener can identify with it. The music
interprets what is heard on an emotional level.
There is a musical motif in this music that appears repeatedly - in the
“recitatives” - and holds the piece together. It is usually reserved for the
piano, only at the end (introduction to the confession of the centurion on
the cross) is it reinforced by the flute and has - through the tonal
transformation - something comforting here: it opens the door to the
confession of Christianity.

In Mark's Gospel in particular, it is striking how often the title “King of
Israel” or “King of the Jews” is mentioned as the main accusation in the
Passion story. This is also emphasized here musically. One might ponder
whether the title “king” means something different spiritually than what is
commonly understood - secularly - by it.

At Jesus' crucifixion, the cellos and piano are intended to acoustically
illustrate the hammer blows, 'writing' “JC” (Jesus Christ) twice in the rhythm
of the Morse alphabet.

From the confession of the centurion on the cross, “Truly, this was the Son
of God”, the Christian creed unfolds and draws ever wider circles up to the
affirming Amen supported by all, with which this “Good Friday music” ends:
With a look to the future, to what has become new in the cross.


