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Christmas Carol

Holy night, holy night!
Night of endless love
That your blessing may remain before us
You will be brought to us again,

Holy night, holy night.
Let us in the earthly throng
Let the angels' songs resound,
Till our feast day he watches,
Holy night, holy night.

The poem ''Holy Night'' was written by the German lawyer and politically
committed Protestant theologian Johann Friedrich von Meyer (1772-1849).
Together with an appreciation of his life, it was published in ''Geistliche
Lieder im neunzehnten Jahrhundert'' edited by L. K. O. Kraus (Darmstadt,
1863, p. 238) under the title “Die Weihnacht”. However, the song was
composed much earlier, as Johann Friedrich Reichart (1752 - 1814)
published a four-part choral setting in 1805 with the title ''Heilige Nacht''
(''Holy Night''), the words of the first verse of both stanzas.
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