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Type: Sheet music
Title: Ave Maria (Meditation on Prelude No. 1 by J.S. Bach)
Composer: Charles Gounod
Period: Romantic
Theme: Wedding, Mourning / Death
Series: Songs (Spiritual)
Difficulty: Mittel
Arrangement group: Voice solo with individual instrument(s)
Arrangement: Solo>sop+Piano
Orchestration: Piano (pianoforte) = Pf(1),Voice solo>soprano(1)

Charles Gounod's Ave Maria is based on a melody added above the Prelude
in C major from Johann Sebastian Bach's Well-Tempered Clavier, thus
combining two different musical eras in one work. A characteristic feature is
that the melody line is predominantly stepwise, deliberately designed to lie
calmly and evenly above the constant harmonic foundation.
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